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Deutscher Verband fiir Landschaftspflege (DVL) e.V.
Landcare Germany

Umbrella organisation of 200 regional Landcare Associations
* Founded 1993 by Landcare Associations

« Collaboration with >15.000 farmers (conventional & organic) and
4,000 municipalities & regions

« Equality of agriculture, nature conservation and municipalities is
written in the Articles of Association
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« Founding member of the organisation ‘Landcare Europe’
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Water resilience — , nice-to-have”?!

Spain

The epicenter of Spain’s drought: 134 days
without rain

The barren-looking municipality of Tomelloso has lost all its cereal crops and is
its vineyards, which had traditionally kept growers afloat

now struggli

ng to save
when everything else failed: ‘The situation is really bad’

Hohen Venn, Belgium, 08/2026: Drained peatland

Ja h re5tag d er burning underground, Credit: ARD/tagesschau

_Flutkatastrophe

mAR - - Ahrtal, Germany, 2021, floodings, Credit: ard
Photo: Luis Sevillano. Credit: EI PAIS

Droughts, floods & fires are becoming more severe in dry landscapes...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKnF4kBxDYc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKnF4kBxDYc
https://www.tagesschau.de/wissen/klima/zombiefeuer-moore-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/wissen/klima/zombiefeuer-moore-100.html
https://english.elpais.com/spain/2023-04-27/the-epicenter-of-spains-drought-134-days-without-rain.html
https://english.elpais.com/spain/2023-04-27/the-epicenter-of-spains-drought-134-days-without-rain.html

The Water Cycle

Il

Ground-water storage

Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience

Water storage
in oceans

U.S. Dep:
s Geologic
revele himl

John M Evans USGS
Leuven, 21.09.26

The water cycle is a closed system.
Water does not get lost!

Changes in the water cycle / distribution
of water due to:

- Climate change &
- Land management change!

Goals:

- Less surface runoff (+ erosion)
- Higher infiltration
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Healthy soils improve water storage

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GROUNDWATER, FLOOD MITIGATION, AND MORE

Soils as water storage
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mineral soil
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major contribution
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Healthy soils

LIVING SOIL

Typical composition of the soil

Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience

dead plant material,
humus

bacteria and
actinomycetes

Leuven, 21.09.26

soll organisms
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SOIL ATLAS

Facts and figures about a vital resource 2024
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Water resilient landscape
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EU Water Resilience Strategy (2025)

« Objective 1/3: ,Restoring and protecting the water cycle as basis for
sustainable water supply.”

 restoring the “natural sponge function” of landscapes.
« “sustainable food systems are a major ally for water resilience”

« Examples:
— improving soil health and water retention;
— organic farming and agroecological approaches;
— improved soil management;
— reducing nutrient and pesticide pollution;
— landscape features that contribute to water resilience.
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Further strategies...

EU Soil Strategy for 2030

Floods Directive
Water Framework Directive (WFD)

EU Adaptation Strategy

Farmers,

Nature and Water Resilience

© Roggenthin

River basin

Peatland
restoration

v

Afforestation

v

Grassland
improvement
. v
oy

Meander ; Village
g restoration i '", L] protected
‘-o;: v r i & by a dike
< Restricted land use in area
exposed to flood risk

Source: European Court of Auditors (2018): Floods
Directive: progress in assessing risks, while
planning and implementation need to improve,
Special Report No 25/2018, Fig. 3. CC BY 4.0

Flood plain ;
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Further strategies...

« EU Nature Restoration Regulation (2024):
restoration of wetlands, rivers, floodplains
and ecosystems

« EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030: restoration, g ,
ecological connectivity and resilient ' | i © Ludiila
ecosystems AL

« Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post
2027: baseline requirements and farming
Incentives = many practices & programms
determined by the Member States
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What can farmers do?

Health soils and humus building:

Maintain or introduce organic or regenerative farming.

Keep the soil covered with plants, e.g., with cover or
catch crops, perennial crops, winter crops, untreated
stubble fields over the winter.

Diversified crop rotations and crop diversification.
Use legumes and legume mixtures.

Reduce/avoid synthetic chemical and mineral
fertilizers and pesticides.

Return biomass to the soil, e.g. mulching of crop or
pruning residues.

Reduce tillage for minimal soil disturbance.

Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience Leuven, 21.09.26

o
From this pond | can'irrigate

Good practice on ,Water retention & storing carbon in agriculture.“ Romania
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyb8vuSX2u0,
© Andras |. Gabor, Fazakas Bence

We also have an orchard, which we're trying to expand.

1
D VL/@ Deutscher Verband fiir
Landschaftspflege
13 (YA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyb8vuSX2u0

What can farmers do?

Grassland
« Maintain or extend grassland areas to avoid

erosion.
Good practice on rotational grazing, BEF, Lithuania

* Integrate animals and their manure back into s st comw St T v BUAED, © Kostas Kejénas
the landscape where possible.

« Apply mob grazing according to the regional
conditions to strengthen the grassland (turf)
and maintain healthy, humus-rich soils.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7UvJBusAEo

What can farmers do?

Trees, bushes, structural elements:

Maintain or integrate modern and traditional
agroforestry systems in arable land and

Good practice: ,Building healthy soils to sequester carbon and improve

grasslands, e.g., hedges, fruit and nut trees, trees ~ good practce: Buiding heat

for valuable timber and trunk wood.

Integrate flower areas, buffer strips, riparian
zones, or grass margins along waterways. Leave
fallow land with spontaneous vegetation.

Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience Leuven, 21.09.26

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA2qpVwvNJ8, © Ludmila KoresSova
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA2gpVwvNJ8

Peatland climate farmer Sebastian Petri from Germany

What can farmers do?

Peatland and wetlands .

« Farm peatlands and wetlands with raised water- o ) |
levels with paludiculture (Wetland-adopted crops i
and traditional cattle or water buffalo) and use Good practice on ,Peatiand climate farmer Sebastian Petri‘, Germany

. . . Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBINO, © Mark Walter
soil-protecting machinery e.g., small and —

lightweight, wide tires/ caterpillar tracks.

and breeding native breeds

Good practice on ,Gajna — Collective approach of grazing native
4 livestock in floodplains for climate mitigation “, Croatia
‘ Link: https://www.youtube. Comlwatch'?v P TdGBINO, © Danijel
Sold
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBIN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBIN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBIN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBIN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBIN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PbG-TdGBIN0

LANDCARE
ASSOCIATIONS
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« Consulting farmers on management practices
and supporting agri-environmental and climate
measures and other funding programs.

« One-on-one agroecology consulting with farms,
with a holistic concept including ecological,
economic, and social aspects.

« Organizing field days and farmers-to-farmers
trainings, including e.g., machine demonstrations
with soil-conserving technology.

Deutscher Verband fiir
Landschaftspflege
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On a landscape level

« Developing regional soil and water
management plans together with farmers,
authorities, and planners.

« Contact and communicate with the local
administrations for agriculture, the
environment, and/or water.

« Support farmers that want to introduce
paludiculture on peatlands with raised
water levels with consultation, planning, help .\
with administrative tasks, coordinating the i . . N

Datum  18.08.2022
MaBstab 1 : 110.000

hatung (W
OpensStreetMap (Hintergrundkarte)

rewetting process. - == T s .
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Professional expertise in nature restoration

Implement grassland restoration of species-
rich grassland.

Species protection, biotope network, and
biotope management for peatlands with
paludiculture or species-rich grasslands.

Protection of traditional agroforestry
systems like orchards, wooden pastures,
dehesas or landscape elements.

Landscape features and other non-productive
features

+ technical solutions: drainage, weirs...

© BED, Croatia

Deutscher Verband fiir
Landschaftspflege

Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience Leuven, 21.09.26 20 o



I
Including the public

« QOrganize communal planting and/or
harvesting campaigns.

 Build regional value chains, e.g., for
agroforestry products, paludiculture or for
free-range meat and dairy products.

« Environmental education and public
outreach

The Landcare Association ,LPV Mittelfranken e.V.“ is training farmers
and citizens in landcare measures in the project ,Landschaft
anpacken®, Link to movie (DE)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKxQ2Gj650o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKxQ2Gj650o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKxQ2Gj650o

How Landcare Associations (LCA) operate

® Cooperatively

® Voluntarily
Nature

® Regionally conservation

Cooperative nature conservation
to benefit people -

Preserving and fostering our agricultural heritage landscapes with
farmers, conservationists and political decision makers.

- S
» Interdisciplinary © Landcare Europe

Download link

® Independently

municipalities
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https://www.landcare-europe.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Ressources/2023/Landcare_CooperativeNatureConservation_web.pdf

L
Landcare Europe — supporting natural carbon sinks

« Project: "Supporting natural carbon sinks in
agricultural landscapes” (2023-2026)

« Farmers-to-farmers trainings
« Good practice examples

« Workshops and excursions in (e.g. Romania 2024
agroforestry, soil health in Czech Republic 2025,
grassland in Croatia 2024, Peatlands in Lithuania 2025

« Policy papers on "healthy soils”, *
grasslands”, “agroforestry”,
paludiculture”

« Participating in EU CAP network Thematic Group on
“Water Resilience in Rural Areas through the CAP”
(2025/2026)

extensively managed _
peatlands with

n o n

4 © Landcare Europe
Download link
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https://www.landcare-europe.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Pictures/Projects/EUKI/2026_Landcare_web.pdf

Water~Farmers

« Project duration: 12/2025 - 06/2028

 Programme: Erasmus KA220-VET
Cooperation partnership, vocational training

« Goal: develop a learner-centred, innovative,
flexible training program to train farmers
and agroecology consultants in sustainable
water and soil management

 Partners:
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Erasmus+
2021-2027

Enriching lives,
opening minds
through the EU programme
for education, training,
youth and sport

Co-funded by
the European Union
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Thank you for your attention

Corinna Friedrich

Deutscher Verband fur Landschaftspflege (DVL) e.V.
Landcare Germany

Promenade 9

91522 Ansbach

E-mail: c.iriedrich@dvl.org
Tel. 0981- 1800 9911

1
D VL// Deutscher Verband fiir
Landschaftspflege
25 (YR Vi

Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience Leuven, 21.09.26


mailto:c.friedrich@dvl.org

	Folie 1: “Farmers, Nature and Water Resilience: Bringing EU Policy to Practice with Landcare Associations” 
	Folie 2: Deutscher Verband für Landschaftspflege (DVL) e.V. Landcare Germany
	Folie 3
	Folie 4: Water resilience – „nice-to-have“?!
	Folie 6: The Water Cycle
	Folie 7: Healthy soils improve water storage
	Folie 8: Healthy soils
	Folie 9: Water resilient landscape
	Folie 10: EU Water Resilience Strategy (2025)
	Folie 11: Further strategies…
	Folie 12: Further strategies…
	Folie 13: What can farmers do?
	Folie 14: What can farmers do?
	Folie 15: What can farmers do?
	Folie 16: What can farmers do?
	Folie 17
	Folie 18: How do Landcare Associations support the transition? 
	Folie 19: On a landscape level
	Folie 20: Professional expertise in nature restoration
	Folie 21: Including the public
	Folie 22: How Landcare Associations (LCA) operate
	Folie 23: Landcare Europe – supporting natural carbon sinks
	Folie 24: Water~Farmers 
	Folie 25: Thank you for your attention

